A NEW SPECIES OF PECTINARIA. 
By R. A. DYER. 
(National Herbarium, Pretoria.) 


Pectinaria breviloba R. A. Dyer, sp. nov.; (Asclepiadaceae); affinis 
P. arcuatae N. E. Br. et P. saxatili N. E. Br., sed ab ambabis corollae 
lobis multo brevioribus et ramis erectis caespitosis ab hac minus robustis 
et plus prominenter tuberculatis differt. 

Planta succulenta, ramis erectis caespitosis, rhizomatis gracilibus 
incrementis; caules usque ad 5 cm. alti, 7—9 mm. crassi; obtuse 4-angulati, 
tuberculati, tuberculis 1: 5—2 mm. prominentibus acutis. Flores 1—2 vel 
interdum usque ad 4 prope basin ramulorum juniorum seriatim evoluti; 
pedicelli graciles, 3—7 mm. longi. Sepala anguste lanceolata circiter 
2-5 mm. longa. Corolla atropurpurea tubulosa, plus minusve ellipsoidea, 
1—1-3 cm. longa, 5—6 mm. diametro, externe glabra et laevis, intra tubum 
infra medium pilis longis paucis instructa, basin versus minute tuberculata 
vel papillata; tubus 8—10 mm. longus, anguste urceolatus; lobi triangu- 
lares, 2-5—3 mm. longi, basi 2-5 mm. lati, apicibus connatis. Corona 
breviter stipitata; lobi exteriores atropurpurei, poculos emarginatos 
formantes inter lobos interiores et basibus adnati; coronae lobi interiores 
alaeformes vel umbonati, 3 mm. alti, | mm. lati, incurvi et apicibus supra 
columnam staminalem approximati. 

Care Province: Worcester Division; Tweefontein, van Breda 183 in 
National Herbarium, Pretoria (type); also at Kew. 

A succulent plant with erect tufted branches and increasing by means 
of slender rhizomes; stems up to about 5 em. tall, 7—9 mm. thick with 4 
obtuse tuberculate angles; tubercles 1-5—2 mm. prominent, acute, ter- 
minating in a rudimentary leaf. Flowers 1—2 or occasionally up to 4 
together, developed successively from near the base of young branches. 
Pedicels slender, 3—7 mm. long. Sepals narrowly lanceolate about 2-5 mm. 
long. Corolla maroon, tubular more or less ellipsoid 1—1-3 cm. long, 
5—6 mm. diam. glabrous and smooth outside, with a few long hairs in the 
lower half of the tube within and minutely tuberculate or papillate near 
base; tube 8—10 mm. long, narrowly barrel-shaped; lobes triangular, 
2-5—3 mm. long, 2-5 mm. broad across base, connate at tips. Corona 
shortly stipitate; outer corona lobes maroon forming shallow emarginate 
pockets between the inner corona lobes and united to their bases; 
inner corona lobes wing-like or hump-backed, 3 mm. tall, 1 mm. broad, 
incurved and the tips meeting over the staminal column. 


155 


156 The Journal of South African Botany. 


In “The Stapelieae” by White and Sloane, 1937, six species of 
Pectinaria were recognised. N. S. Pillans added the procumbent species 
P. mirkinii in 1939 and P. breviloba is the eighth species in this notable 
genus. In his memoirs N. E. Brown remarks that the species are generally 
unimpressive at first glance but that the flowers reveal unsuspected beauty 
when viewed under a microscope; this applied particularly to his P. 
asperifolia with its papillae-adorned corolla. 

The stems of most species of Pectinaria are procumbent and the tip 
of a branch may penetrate into the soil to re-root and form a new colony. 
In P. breviloba the branches are erect and tufted and new colonies are 
established by means of rhizomes. 

In floral characters P. breviloba shows some affinity to P. arcuata 
and P. saxatilis. The corolla lobes are far shorter in proportion to the 
length of the corolla tube than in either of these species, however, and in 
addition to other less obvious differences the stems differ from those of 
P. saxatilis in their erect, tufted and more tuberculate habit. 

Plants of P. breviloba were collected some years ago by Mr. P. A. B. 
van Breda, officer in charge of the Veld Reserve, Worcester, at Twee- 
fontein in the Worcester Division of the Cape Province. They grow there 
under the protection of shrubs or rocks. Plants in cultivation flower, as 
the majority of the Stapelieae do, mainly in autumn. 


Fie. 1. 


(1) Young growth in flower, natural size; (2) Corolla, x5; (3) Corona, x8. 


